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EGYPT’S “FANATICAL” CHRISTIANS
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    Sanjana suffered imprisonment, abuse 
and beatings from her family, but she says 
she could never give up the peace she has 
found in Christ. A fter Sanjana came to faith 

in Jesus Christ through 
the witness of a Christian 

neighbour, she found a peace she 
had not known before. “For the first 
time in my life I was not worried, I was 
not afraid, I had peace,” she said. That 
sense of peace later sustained her 
through four years of torment.

Sanjana’s family had a reputation 
as fighters, using guns to resolve 
conflicts. But growing up in an 
agricultural part of Upper Egypt that 
was home to both Coptic Christians 
and Muslims, she was always 
impressed by how her Christian 
classmates humbly accepted beatings 
in class without complaint. 

At about age 13, Sanjana began to 
question a Christian teacher about her 
faith. But knowing the reputation of 
Sanjana’s family and the incendiary 
history of Muslim-Christian relations 
in Egypt, the woman was too afraid 
to answer her directly. Instead, the 
teacher directed Sanjana to a Christian 
neighbour, who explained the 
Christian faith to her over the next two 
years.

The Christian also gave Sanjana a 
copy of the Gospel of Matthew, which 
she wrapped in a plastic bag and hid 
in a hole in the ground. After reading 
the Gospel and learning more about 
the Christian faith, Sanjana found 
it to be the complete opposite of 
what she experienced in her Muslim 
home. Eventually, and with deep 
consideration, she decided to become 
a follower of Christ.

Imprisoned at Home
Sanjana’s father soon noticed that 
she had stopped praying five times 
a day as required in Islam. When he 
asked her about it, she boldly told him 
about her decision to trust in Christ. 
Her father’s response was predictable: 
He beat her.

“What is this nonsense you are 
talking about?” he asked. “We raised 
you as a Muslim, and you have to 
continue as a Muslim. Our sons were 
born as Muslims, … our grandfathers 
are Muslims, so you are Muslim.” But 
Sanjana was unmoved.

When she tried to attend church, 
she was refused entry because 

she didn’t have a cross tattoo to 
show that she was a Christian. 
After decades of persecution, most 
Egyptian Orthodox churches are 
fearful of false Christian converts 
from Islam infiltrating their 
churches, and some view the tattoo 
as a demonstration of a sincere 
conversion.

When her family saw that Sanjana 
was serious about her new faith, they 
challenged her. “I believe in Jesus,” 
Sanjana told them. Her father beat 
her again, and this time he tied her 
up and locked her in a room on the 
family compound. 

Sanjana spent the next three years 
in that room, half-starved and beaten 
continually. “My father would start 
to beat me,” she said, “and when he 
got tired, my other family members 
would take over. It was like a party.” 
The beatings resulted in a broken 
arm and fractures in her neck and 

Unwilling
to Escape Suffering
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shoulders, and family members used 
acid to try to remove a small cross 
tattoo she had recently gotten on her 
forearm.

Finally, they decided to try the 
ultimate humiliation. Sanjana’s father 
and brother brought an imam to her 
room, with the understanding that 
he had permission to rape her if she 
would not return to Islam. Sanjana’s 
pastor explained that the imam 
would have married her later to break 
her dignity. “They wanted to destroy 
her,” he said. 

Sanjana screamed for help as the 
imam sexually assaulted her, but no 
one came to her aid. The injustice 
and horror of Sanjana’s treatment, 
however, persuaded her younger 
sister to leave Islam and follow Christ. 
She helped Sanjana escape that night, 
and the two women fled to Cairo, 
where they slept on the street.

Sanjana’s freedom did not last long. 
A family member soon found her and 
dragged her back to their home in 
Upper Egypt. “They beat her almost 
to death,” her pastor said. “I don’t 
know how she survived this beating.”

Then her family forced her to marry 
a Muslim man, who locked her in 
their apartment and went about the 
task of reconverting her to Islam. “I 
struggled so much with my husband,” 
Sanjana said. “I was tortured and 
persecuted … during that year. In 
the end, when he found nothing was 
working with me, he was afraid that 
the neighbours would find out about 
me becoming a Christian. That would 
shame him, so he divorced me.”

A Cherished Daughter
After a year of marriage and 
subsequent divorce, Sanjana was 
on the street again. This time, she 
connected with a VOM-supported 
pastor in Cairo who ministers 
specifically to Christian converts from 
Islam. He arranged for Sanjana to live 

with a Christian family and introduced 
her sister to a Christian convert whom 
she later married.

Sanjana was baptized in 2016. She 
said that as the pastor lowered her 
into the water, she felt like Jesus was 
speaking to her, confirming that 
she was His daughter. “I wanted to 
hear Jesus more!” she said, laughing 
at how she almost struggled with 
the pastor to keep her underwater 
longer so she could hear more of that 
precious voice. 

As for why she never rejected 
her faith in Christ during the years 
of severe abuse, she gave a sound 
biblical example: “Suppose I was living 
in the pigsty, like the Prodigal Son,” 
she said. “Then you cleaned me, you 
washed me. … Eating clean food and 
wearing clean clothes, how can I go 
back just to escape suffering? I am an 
ambassador to my God now; how can 
I become a slave once again?”

Today, Sanjana works part-time 
as a tailor. Although it pays only 

enough to cover her basic needs, she 
tithes faithfully because she knows 
it honours the Lord. “Whatever I 
… do for the Lord,” she said, “I can 
never give Him what He has given 
me. I regret all the years that passed 
without knowing Him.”

While she has been rescued in a 
variety of ways, Sanjana’s life remains 
challenging. She needs to find a new 
place to live soon, and she is still 
rejected by society. But watching her 
prepare coffee for visitors, you would 
never guess that she has experienced 
such deep suffering. The peace she 
found in Christ continues to sustain 
her.

“God gave me a promise,” Sanjana 
said, “and I trust His promise. God is 
always good.” 

Fellowship
Join Sanjana, who has replaced hatred 
with forgiveness, in praying for her 
father’s salvation. 

Sanjana’s arms still bear the scars 
and twisted bones caused by her 

family’s abuse.

“My father would start to beat me, and when he got tired, 
my other family members would take over.”
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They come to him from all over 
Egypt, seeking baptism. 

Krystafer, an Orthodox Church 
leader, longed to reach Muslims for 
Christ even before he became a priest 
in 2006. He prayed that he would be 
like Paul, reaching the nations.

“I was praying for Muslims in Egypt, 
Iran, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Syria,” he 
said. “I didn’t choose this ministry 
because I hate Islam. I love Muslims; I 
want them to know Jesus, especially 
those in Egypt.” 

Egyptian Orthodox (Coptic) 
Christians trace their lineage to the 
first-century ministry of Mark, well 
predating the founding of Islam. 
Composing roughly 10% of Egypt’s 
population today, Copts face intense 
discrimination from majority Muslims. 

Coptic Christian girls are routinely 
kidnapped, then forced to marry a 
Muslim and convert to Islam. And 
occasionally, Islamists attack churches 
or kill groups of Christians. 

In this oppressive environment, 
most Copts keep to their own 
communities. Few share the Gospel 
with Muslims, and fewer still are 
willing to baptize them when they 
seek it out of obedience to following 
Christ. Yet such baptisms are taking 
place. “What brings joy to my heart 
is when I baptize a former Muslim 
and he is excited to be able to bring 
his family or friends to be baptized,” 
Krystafer said. 

Muslims Need Jesus
Baptizing former Muslims is not 
something most Coptic priests do, but 
Krystafer sees his work as fulfilling 
Jesus’ Great Commission. And this 
has resulted in pressure and threats 
from the national security police and 
Muslim extremists.

Krystafer is not deterred, however, 
and continues to baptize any new 
Believer who asks. And other Christian 
leaders across Egypt who have led 
Muslims to Christ but were afraid to 
baptize them know where to send 
them. “Krystafer is in a small circle 
of those willing to baptize Muslim 
converts to Christianity,” a VOM worker 
said. “After baptism by Krystafer, they 
go back to another group of people 
who will take care of them spiritually.”

Once when a fanatical Muslim came 
looking for Krystafer, other church 
leaders protected him by directing 
them elsewhere. “They are not able 
to do what I am doing,” Krystafer 
explained, “but they are very happy 
to let me be full-time for this ministry 
because they believe in the ministry, 
though they are afraid to do it.”

About 15 other Believers work with 
Krystafer to reach Muslims for Christ. 
“We are serving those who want to … 

    Krystafer is a member of Egypt’s 
historical Christian church. His drive for 
reaching Muslims comes straight from the 
Great Commission. 

A Baptism
unto Death



www.persecutionsa.org

know more about Jesus, and those 
who already know about Him and 
want to come and be discipled and 
baptized,” Krystafer said. “This is the 
main task and role for the church.”

And it isn’t an easy 
task. Spies from the 
national security office 
monitor everything said 
during church services. 
Blasphemy against Islam, 
the Prophet Mohammed 
or the Quran is punishable 
by up to five years in prison. And 
government-provided security guards 
watch who enters the churches, often 
checking their IDs, which identify each 
individual’s religion at birth. The police 
are also watching and sometimes 
raiding church services in hope of 
catching any Muslims who attend so 
they can punish both the Muslims and 
church leaders.

A Fanatical Christian
Krystafer is frequently summoned 
to the national security police 
headquarters, where a top official 
once told him that he could not 

promise the priest protection from 
fanatics. “I don’t listen,” Krystafer said. 
“I don’t get afraid.” 

Believers who come to him for 
baptism also face consequences. 
After Krystafer baptized a young 
mother and her two children recently, 
police spent five hours trying to 
persuade the woman to return to 
Islam, and they also tried to get her to 
incriminate Krystafer.

“Krystafer is a very fanatical 
Christian,” they told her. “I’m sure he 
insulted Islam when he was talking 
to you, and that is what made you 
decide to become a Christian.” To 
the authorities’ surprise, however, 
she told them that she had asked 
Krystafer to baptize her. The woman 
is now required to attend five hours 
of Islamic instruction from an imam 
each week. And recently, a policeman 
told her that if she does not renounce 
her Christian faith, her children will be 
given to her ex-husband and she will 
never see them again. 

Krystafer and his family spent the 
last three months of 2020 in hiding, 
after learning that Muslim extremists 
were looking for him. He said it was 
difficult for his wife and two teenage 
children but that his wife also has 
a heart to reach Muslims. As for his 
teenagers, “They got bored,” he said. 
“But in the end they are convinced 
that this is what the Lord wants us to 
do.” 

Krystafer 
approaches his 
ministry work with 
care, but not fear. 
“Jesus has given 
me this ministry,” 
he said. “He gives 
me the courage. 

He gives me the peace to do it. He 
gives me the capability to do it. When 
He gives us a ministry in our life, we 
are responsible for what it costs us.”

As he continues to baptize about 
a dozen new Believers each month, 
Krystafer asks for prayer that he will 
remain sensitive to the Holy Spirit. The 
Spirit, he knows, gives discernment and 
prepares the hearts of those seeking 
obedience to Christ through baptism. 
No matter how many come to him, 
Krystafer is ready to make disciples, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

    Since Muslims consider baptism 
evidence of a person leaving Islam and 
embracing faith in Christ, they often 
persecute these new Believers.

“Jesus has given me this ministry. He gives me the 
courage. He gives me the peace to do it. He gives me 
the capability to do it. When He gives us a ministry 
in our life, we are responsible for what it costs us.”
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Loving
His 
Life of 
Suffering

  While Dilek has deep 
joy in his life with the 
Lord, he also endures 
profound grief over the 
loss of his relationship 
with his family. 
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W ith a population of more 
than 20 million people, 
the Cairo metropolitan 

area is a good place to hide. And 
Dilek, a Christian from Sudan, 
thought it might be his best hope of 
escaping hostile family members and 
relentless interrogations by Sudanese 
government officials. 

As Dilek and his new bride 
approached the immigration counter 
at the airport in Sudan in 2015, he 
knew there was a good chance he 
could be arrested. He had recently 
been released from jail, where for 
three days he was interrogated about 
his involvement with Sudanese 
Christians.

“They asked for specific names 
of the leaders of the ministry, who 
is evangelizing and what were the 
names of the churches in the Nuba 
Mountains,” Dilek said. “I had to say 
the truth because they were beating 
me, slugging me on my head.” 

Dilek was finally released after the 
interrogations, but the police kept a 
close watch on him. He was required 
to appear at the police station every 
three weeks, always on a Sunday 
morning to prevent him from 
attending church. So after months 
of living under police scrutiny, Dilek 
decided he needed to leave. “We 
decided maybe it was better to go to 
Egypt, because I could no longer stay 
in Sudan,” he said.

Although Dilek was detained for an 
hour at the airport, the immigration 
officials eventually let him go, 
satisfied that this Christian convert 
would no longer be their problem. 

A Costly Faith
Ever since Dilek came to know Christ 
as a young man, his faith has cost 
him dearly. He still has scars on his 
back and legs from the beatings he 
received from his father. 

Dilek was raised as a devout 
Muslim in a turbulent region of 

Sudan. His father, following a not-
uncommon practice among Sudanese 
Muslims, had three wives and 24 
children. “We were very fanatical 
against Christianity,” he said. “We 
hated Christians.”

As a teenager, Dilek began studying 
the Bible in order to persuade a 
Christian classmate that Islam was 
the truth. But instead of confirming 
his misconceptions, studying the 
Bible convinced him that the Jesus 
who displayed such love was worth 
following.

Nothing remained secret for long in 
a family with 24 children. And when 
Dilek’s father discovered that his son 
was reading the Bible and attending 
church, he began to beat him. Dilek’s 
father forbade him from going to 
church and even asked one of Dilek’s 
uncles, a government official, to arrest 
him.

After Dilek was thrown in jail, 
his father, uncle and the jailers all 
pressured him to return to Islam. “I 
told them, ‘This is my choice; I cannot 
go back,’” Dilek recalled.

When he was released from jail a 
month later, Dilek decided to head 

for the Nuba Mountains in southern 
Sudan, where the majority of the 
country’s Christians live. He recalls 
his five years in the Nuba region as 
a sweet time of immersing himself 
in God’s Word. “Every time I heard 
about a theological college or 
teaching, I went,” Dilek said. 

In 2010, feeling that enough time 
had passed to ensure his safety from 
angry relatives, Dilek moved to a 
large city, where he met and married 
his wife, Nafisah. His feeling of safety, 
however, was short-lived.

Dilek was soon noticed by 
government spies in the church, as 
his complexion differed from that of 
Christians from southern Sudan, and 
he was clearly not born into a Christian 
family. While Dilek says his home 
region in Sudan is changing, it remains 
predominantly Muslim. 

At the time of Dilek’s three-
day detention and continual 
interrogations, Sudanese officials 

      After Dilek’s conversion and persecution, 
he spent time among the Christian minority 
in Sudan’s Nuba Mountains studying the 
Bible.



were concerned that Christians from 
the south were evangelizing Muslims 
in other parts of the country. They 
put pastors under surveillance, shut 
down churches and arrested known 
converts to Christianity like Dilek. 
During this same period, VOM worker 
Petr Jasek and a Sudanese convert 
to Christianity were arrested and 
imprisoned for 445 days. 

Living under the constant watch of 
security forces convinced Dilek and 
his wife that they could never live 
comfortably in Sudan. That’s when 
they decided to seek anonymity and 
relative safety among Cairo’s massive 
population. 

“Even if It Costs Me”
Moving to Cairo did not bring an end 
to the couple’s problems. First, one of 
their unborn twins died and the other 
was born with a complicated medical 
problem. Then, one day Dilek’s uncle 
found them and threatened violence.

VOM workers helped locate a new 
apartment for the couple as they and 

their 1-year-old son were on the run 
from Dilek’s uncle. But a short time 
later, they had to move again when 
their landlord learned they were 
Christians and evicted them. VOM 
not only helped with the second 
move but also connected them with 
a Christian surgeon who performed a 
successful surgery on their son. 

Last year during the pandemic, 
Dilek lost his job at a restaurant, but as 
a hidden blessing he then had more 

time for his role on the leadership 
team of a local Sudanese church. 
“Because I want to be serving the 
Lord,” he said, “I want to be part of the 
church even if it costs me.” 

Dilek has kept in touch with his 
family in Sudan throughout the years, 
but he doesn’t tell them where he 

lives. His brothers and sisters still try 
to persuade him to return to Islam, 
and his father tells him he doesn’t 
want to listen to Christian teachings. 
“It is very traumatic,” Dilek said. “He is 
very, very fanatical.”

While those strained relationships 
are difficult, he breaks down in tears 
at the thought of his mother. They 
were close before he left Islam to 
follow Christ, and he has not heard 
her voice in more than 20 years. The 
family changed her phone number 
and will not let Dilek speak to her. 

Still, Dilek said that none of his 
troubles have ever made him think 
that following Jesus is too hard. “This 
is where He is building your character 
and faith,” he said. “I love this suffering 
life for Him.” 

“I want to be part of 
the church even if it 
costs me.”

      In Cairo, one of Dilek’s twins was 
stillborn and the other had severe 
medical issues. VOM workers helped him 
find proper medical care. 

www.persecutionsa.org



www.persecutionsa.org

Merciful Father, 
Thank You for the fruit of Gospel seeds sown in Egypt. Thank You for the inspiring example 
of our persecuted brothers and sisters as they suffer for righteousness’ sake, boldly sharing the 
hope of Jesus Christ with their family, friends and persecutors.

Please heal those whose faith has resulted in beatings and abuse, and cultivate joy in those 
who are committed to lives of suffering as Your witnesses.

As our persecuted Christian family members experience Your faithfulness, may their 
obedience advance the Gospel and bring glory to Your Name.

Amen. 
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November/December 2021Prayer Diary
NOVEMBER
14 BHUTAN Pray for grace and favour among those reaching out to college students.
15 MYANMAR Pray that Christian converts from Buddhism will remain strong in faith.
16 LAOS Pray for wisdom as Christian workers serve God.
17 TANZANIA Pray for pastors in Zanzibar who are targeted by Muslim clerics trying to eliminate Christianity.
18 MALI Pray for peace, especially for a resolution to the conflict between the Dogon and Fulani people.
19 YEMEN Pray for Ahmed and his family who are seeking asylum in a foreign country because of persecution.
20 INDONESIA Pray that Believers will earn to depend on God, even amid persecution.
21 ERITREA Pray for the continued development of a Bible school for Eritrean Believers.
22 TAJIKISTAN Pray for Christian events focused on the training and encouragement of Tajik Believers.
23 UGANDA Pray that presidential and parliamentary elections will favour Christian ministry.
24 AFGHANISTAN Pray for greater access to God’s Word through translations into every language and for every tribal group.
25 COMOROS Pray for leaders, pastors and Christians forced to rebuild their lives after being displaced.
26 MAURITANIA Pray that Christians will have access to God’s Word despite government restrictions on Bibles.
27 VIETNAM Pray for Christian workers as they take great risks to distribute Bibles and train and encourage Believers.
28 NIGERIA Pray for staff safety as they travel to check on families, get updates and distribute relief.
29 UZBEKISTAN Pray that Christians will remain strong during difficult times.
30 SRI LANKA Pray for those reaching out to children.

DECEMBER
1 NIGERIA Pray that God will strengthen the faith and resolve of Front-Line Workers.
2 IRAN Pray for the release of Christians who are still in prison.
3 AFGHANISTAN Pray for Front-Line Workers involved in evangelism, discipleship and house churches.
4 LAOS Pray for Khmu Christians overseeing outreach to people groups like the Hmong, Mien, Bru and Prai.
5 TURKEY Pray for the success of numerous ongoing evangelistic efforts.
6 TANZANIA Pray that more Tanzanian Christians will become missionaries.
7 CHINA Pray for God’s protection of the few house-churches that are still meeting.
8 MALI Pray that Christians in Mali will be spiritually prepared for persecution.
9 JORDAN Pray for revival within the Jordanian church.
10 TUNISIA Pray for Christians who are geographically isolated from other Christians.
11 IRAQ Pray that Christian workers will take advantage of new outreach opportunities.
12 KENYA Pray for those sharing the Gospel with Somalis living in Kenya.
13 CENTRAL Pray for pastors who refuse to flee, staying behind to shepherd the remaining Believers.
 AFRICAN REPUBLIC
14 PAKISTAN Pray for victims of recent church bombings who are still suffering from injuries and trauma.
15 INDONESIA Pray that Front-Line Workers will find creative ways to carry out their ministry.
16 SYRIA Pray through Col. 3:14 for the churches and Christians.
17 SOMALIA Pray for unity among Somali Believers and those working with them.
18 YEMEN Pray for Believers who have been forced from their homes and have nowhere to go.

S
M
T

W
T
F
S
S

M
T

W
T
F
S
S

M
T

W
T
F
S
S

M
T

W
T
F
S
S

M

T
W
T
F
S

www.persecutionsa.org/donate


