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“Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them.” Heb 13:3www.persecutionsa.org
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REGION: 
North Africa
(Restricted Nations) 

OUTREACH: 
Muslims who want to 
know more about Jesus 
Christ 

RISK: 
Imprisonment, 
fines, death

 
THE HONEST OUTLAWFawzy: 

F or Fawzy, police interrogations have 
become such a common part of his 
ministry work that he hardly notices 

them. As an evangelist and church planter 
in North Africa, he spends his time meeting 
with new Christian converts and others 
interested in learning more about Jesus. 
But his activities are viewed as a threat by 
Islamic leaders and government officials 
afraid of civil unrest. 

His first visit with government 
authorities was in the late 1980s, just three 
months after he had become a Believer. 
After police arrested Fawzy, then 17, at his 
home, they took him to the police station 
and interrogated him for more than six 
hours, asking him if he had become a 
Christian. Although frightened, his faith 
held strong. “l felt like there was a power 
or a hope in my heart,” Fawzy said. He 
boldly told the police that he had left Islam 
for Christianity after studying the Bible 
through a correspondence course. 

Three months later, the authorities 
returned for another lengthy interrogation, 
telling Fawzy the only reason they didn’t 
arrest him was that he was still 17. They 
warned him that if he remained a Christian 
after turning 18, he would spend the next 
two years in prison. 

Much to Fawzy’s relief, the authorities 
left him alone for the next 14 years. And 
while his family members were observant 
Muslims, they, too, allowed him to practice 
his faith without harassment. Even his 
brother, who was a member of an extremist 
Muslim organization, told Fawzy that he 
was the best of his brothers. “I am good 
because I don’t believe in Islam,” Fawzy told 
him. 

During this reprieve from government 
interference, Fawzy grew in faith, obtained 
his first full Bible and received discipleship 
training from an older Believer. Then, in 
2004, he and another Believer founded 
a church that grew to 20 members, and 
the police soon began to call him in for 
periodic “meetings”. Fawzy said they were 
monitoring his phone calls and watching 
him closely but were unable to charge him 
with anything. 

A few years later, the government began 
to systematically expel foreigners from the 
country, some of whom were Christians. 
As Believers in North Africa grew anxious, 
the number attending his house-church 
declined to five people. It was a difficult 

time in the life of the local church, but for 
Fawzy it was also a time of refinement and 
growth. He realized that he and other local 
Christians should not depend solely on 
Christians from other countries for support 
and encouragement. The government had 
inadvertently pushed them to mature in 
faith. 

After the expulsion of most foreign-born 
Christians, Fawzy became more visible as 
a church planter in the region. The police 
frequently called him in for questioning, 
but he viewed every interrogation as 
a chance to share his faith. And when 
authorities asked him how he came to 
know Christ, he shared his testimony with 
them, including the vision he had seen 
as a new Believer in which Jesus told him 
to walk the narrow path. Once, one of his 
investigators told him he was the first “true 
Believer” he had ever met. 

Fawzy was asked repeatedly about 
his relationship with foreigners. Muslims 
commonly believe that foreigners pay 
people to convert to Christianity, so his 
interrogators wanted to know how much 
money and other benefits he had received 
from foreign Christians. Fawzy reassured 
them by saying, “I get to know the faith 
directly from Jesus Christ, not from any 
foreigner.”

As a Believer, Fawzy is known as 
someone who is trustworthy, and his 
reputation extends even to the security 
forces. “They sit with me in the coffee 
shop,” Fawzy said. “They … know 
everything, every detail. They say, 
‘We know that you are a Christian for 
more than 20 years. We know that you 
attend church. … We know you are a 
true Believer in Christ. But at the same 
time, I understand that you have a good 
relationship and you behave in a good 
way with respect toward people.’”

Fawzy tells them his honesty is a result 
of his faith in Christ. Although they respect 
him, they continue to ask him whether he 
works with foreigners or Believers in other 
cities, and they continue to worry that his 
work might have a political motive. 

Fawzy’s most recent visit with 
authorities occurred just weeks before 
he attended a VOM-supported training 
conference for North African leaders. The 
police know he will not stop evangelizing, 
so they urge him to share wisely. 

The ongoing problems with police do 



“Even when the authorities are against you,  
God is with you.”

not worry Fawzy, however. “Even when 
the authorities are against you, God is 
with you,” he said. “My main concern is 
not what is going to happen to us. My 
main concern is how I can testify to God’s 
work.” 

Pray 
t   for Fawzy’s boldness as he builds the 
 church in different places

t   that he will come into contact with new 
 Believers to disciple

t   for the continued unwavering faith and 
 commitment of Fawzy and other Front-
 Line Workers who are questioned by 
 police

While most North Africans are Muslim, Christians like Fawzy have a vision to reach them and are 
willing to pay the price.
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FOUNDATIONS

P astor Gideon Periyaswamy and 
his church were attracting a 
lower caste of people to the area, 

and that was unacceptable to the local 
high-caste villagers. “Leave this village, 
or else we will make life difficult for 
you,” the Hindu radicals had told him. 
But Periyaswamy was willing to face 
any difficulties to serve the Lord in his 
homeland of India. “If the Lord permits it, 
I would die as a martyr for Christ,” he had 
told a fellow pastor. 

Periyaswamy had left Hinduism for 
Christ as a young man and had served 
in ministry for most of his life. In 2015, 
he planted a church in a high-caste 
Hindu area near the city of Chennai in 
Tamil Nadu state. Unsurprisingly, Hindu 
activists did not welcome the new 
church. They harassed Periyaswamy 
nearly every Sunday, and in 2017 the 
harassment escalated to a severe 
beating. Still, Periyaswamy urged his 
congregation to live peacefully with 
their neighbours. 

Then, on the morning of 20 January, 
2018, some members of Periyaswamy’s 
congregation discovered his body 
hanging from the ceiling of his home. 
Upon closer investigation, it became 
apparent that the unmarried pastor had 
been murdered and then hanged in order 
to make it look like a suicide. 

The persecution of Christians by 
radical Hindus has intensified since the 
2014 election of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, who has ties to the Bharatiya 

Janata Party (BJP), the political arm of 
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) 
Hindu nationalist organization. At the 
time of Periyaswamy’s martyrdom, RSS 
informants were known to be living in 
nearly every village in India, reporting 
on the activities of Christians. 

The surge in persecution is also 
related to the increased efforts of 
bold evangelists and pastors like 
Periyaswamy, who continue to lead 
Hindus to Christ despite threats 
and beatings intended to stop their 
witnessing. Radical Hindus are enraged 
when they see other Hindus turn to 
Christ, disrupting their plans for a 
purely Hindu nation. But Christians 
in India remain faithful to Christ’s 
Great Commission and continue to 
courageously share the Gospel in India 
and lead many Hindus to Christ. 

Excerpted and edited from Foxe:  
Voices of the Martyrs. 

Pastor Gideon 
Periyaswamy
(January 2018)

And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto 
Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befall 
me there: Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every 
city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me. But 
none of these things move me, neither count I my life 
dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with 
joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord 
Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.
          —Acts 20:22–24

Biblical faith is active and costly. In John 14:15, 
Christ explains that those who love Him will obey 
His commands. Obedience must be understood 
to be active (there is no passive obedience), and 
remaining active for Christ will cost us our lives as 
we expend our limited stocks of time, energy and 
resources. Biblical discipleship is therefore a process 
of losing our lives; it is impossible to interpret and 
apply Christ’s teachings without understanding this 
point. “Whoever loses his life for my sake will find 
it,” He tells us in Matthew 10:39.
 It is worth noting that even if we are not 
obedient to Christ, we are diminishing day by day 
as we approach the day of our death. Therefore, 
we have only two options: (1) seeking to expend 
ourselves for Christ’s sake or (2) attempting to 
preserve ourselves as we diminish day by day. Let us 
be clear in understanding that both options lead to 
our earthly death. Our lives are either used or lost.   
 In the economy of this world, any personal gain 
is always weighed against its cost. In Acts 20:24 (see 
above), the Apostle Paul explains that the value, or 
cost, of his life is so small compared with the gain of 
obeying Christ that he “does not account his life of 
any value nor as precious to himself.” 
 Paul’s phrasing, and especially the word 
precious, connects with us because most of 
us were raised, and now raise our children and 
grandchildren, to continually affirm the value of our 
lives. We take great pains to convince our children 
and grandchildren that their lives are precious, and 
rightly so, but we miss the mark if we suggest that 
there is nothing more precious. Our Lord’s eternal 
kingdom is worth so much more that we not only 
should be ready to respond to God’s call but also 
should beseech Him for greater opportunities to 
trade everything for the kingdom’s advancement.   
 Christ’s parables of the hidden treasure and 
pearl of great value in Matthew 13:44–46 illustrate 
the infinitely great value of God’s kingdom by 
telling us that each man traded all that he had to 
purchase his treasure. Note also in verse 44 that the 
man went “in his joy” to sell all that he had. We are 
meant to joyfully give everything. 

Something 
       MORE PRECIOUS



FROM THE FIELD

Saisha mourns the loss of her husband, Pastor Saanvi, who was warned to 
stop sharing the Gospel before he was killed.

Distributing audio Bibles is an effective way of getting God’s Word into the 
hands and hearts of tribal Christians in Vietnam. 

INDIA: Pastor Beheaded by Radical 
Communists
Members of India’s Naxalite political group have killed another 
evangelist in India’s Odisha state.

Pastor Saanvi had shared the Gospel in villages near his home 
for the past six years as a bivocational minister, even planting 
house-churches in two of the villages. Though members of the 
local Naxalite group, who subscribe to a Marxist-Leninist political 
philosophy, had repeatedly warned him to stop his ministry work, 
he continued to tell his neighbours about Jesus.

Then, one evening, the Naxalites appeared at Saanvi’s door 
and told him to follow them. Sensing something was wrong, his 
wife, Saisha, followed at a distance, carrying their two children. 
When she saw her husband tied to a tree, she began pleading 
with them to let Saanvi go. But instead, they beheaded him in 
front of her and their children. 

In February 2019, Naxalites in Odisha state beheaded a father 
of five because of his Christian faith. Anant Ram Gand had been 
a Christian for only nine months before Naxalites killed him at 
the request of local extremists. 

India’s military often targets Naxalites in the country’s more 
tribal areas because the government considers them to be 
terrorists. And Christians are often caught in the crossfire, 
becoming casualties of the ongoing battle. 

 

VIETNAM: Hmong Christians Receive 
Audio Bibles
A group of displaced Hmong Believers in central Vietnam 
joyfully received a gift of Bibles earlier this year. The Christians, 
who relocated to central Vietnam after facing severe 
persecution in the Hmong ethnic region of northern Vietnam, 
are now viewed as squatters and are refused the rights of legal 
citizens. 

Earlier this year, VOM workers provided them with 2,000 audio 
Bibles on digital music players as well as speakers, enabling 
those who can’t read to hear God’s Word in their own language. 
Because of their cooperation with American forces during the 
Vietnam War, the Hmong are still treated as American spies and 
are assumed to be opposed to Vietnam’s government. Openly 
proclaiming faith in Christ adds to their problems, and the 
Hmong are one of the most persecuted groups in Vietnam. 

“While faithful Believers have few options to study the Bible or 
receive training materials, we at VOM supply this to them,” a VOM 
worker said.

Stories of hope



Prayer DiaryApril/May 2020
April 2020                            I Prayed
    
19 NEPAL Pray for unity among indigenous Christians.
20 SYRIA Pray for Syrian pastors ordered to meet weekly with police about their activities.
21 NIGERIA Pray for Believers who are disowned by their Muslim families and ostracized by their communities. 
22 LAOS Pray that evangelists will avoid arrest while “illegally” ministering outside their home districts.
23 KAZAKHSTAN Pray that new laws prohibiting Christian activities do not pass.
24 UNITED ARAB EMIRATES Pray for women whose children have been taken away because of their faith in Christ.
25 INDIA  Pray for Front-Line Workers trying to start churches in Kashmir among Muslims.
26 PHILIPPINES Pray that schools and training will be available to those called into ministry.
27  CHINA Pray for the release of Pastor John Cao, who is serving a seven-year prison sentence.
28 TURKMENISTAN Pray that the Turkmen Bible will be given legal status.
29 COLOMBIA Pray for evangelists who travel into the jungle to share with the various armed criminal groups.
30  ALGERIA Pray for peace and stability in the country.

May 2020                            I Prayed
1 BANGLADESH Pray for those taking shelter from persecution in safe houses.
2 PHILIPPINES  Pray that Believers will show God’s love to Muslims rather than viewing them as enemies.
3 PAKISTAN Pray for Front-Line Workers who seek to strengthen Pakistani Christians. 
4 COLOMBIA Pray for the strength of those who minister in the “red zones”. 
5 NORTH KOREA  Pray for North Koreans who hear God’s Word via shortwave radio broadcasts. 
6 ISRAEL Pray that both Jews and Muslims will see the truth of Christ in God’s Word. 
7 ERITREA Pray that more Christian resources in the Tigrinya language will become available for Eritrean youth. 
8 IRAN Pray that God will protect the growing church in Iran from false teaching.
9 SUDAN  Pray for those recovering from past Sudanese Air Force bombings in the Nuba Mountains. 
10 NIGERIA  Pray for teens attending a summer camp for children whose parents were killed by Boko Haram. 
11 CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC  Pray for Christian refugees in Djemah who remain vulnerable after fleeing rebel attacks. 
12 INDIA  Pray for workers taking the Gospel to members of the Jain religion, an unreached group. 
13 KYRGYZSTAN Pray that Kyrgyz and Uzbek Believers in southern Kyrgyzstan will unite in Christian love. 
14 JORDAN  Pray that churches will operate without fear and boldly evangelize their neighbours. 
15 UNITED ARAB EMIRATES  Pray for God’s blessing on all outreach activities taking place in the country. 
16 MALAYSIA  Pray that Front-Line Workers will find creative ways to distribute Bibles and Christian literature. 
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Algeria’s special police put a lock on a church door while Christians take photos. 

ALGERIA: Government Crackdown on 
Churches Continues  

Algerian government authorities closed and sealed eight church 
buildings in 2019, including three in October alone. 

On 16 October, just days after Christians had protested the 
government’s crackdown on churches, authorities expelled 
worshipers from The Light Church in north-central Algeria and 
sealed the doors of the building. Earlier in the week, the Protestant 
Church of the Full Gospel and the Source of Life Church, in the 
area of Tizi Ouzou, were also closed. The three churches closed in 
October were among the largest congregations in Algeria.

On 24 September, authorities in Boghni announced that 
they had sealed a church building at the governor’s order. The 
church building had served two congregations belonging to the 
Protestant Churches of Algeria (EPA), a legally recognized entity 
that serves about 380 member churches. 

Since 2017, authorities in the Sunni-majority nation have closed 
churches under a 2006 law that requires all non-Islamic places of 
worship to attain authorization from a government agency. The 
government has been challenging existing churches to prove their 
authorization, while at the same time denying permits for new 
church buildings.

Despite the government’s campaign to close church buildings, 
the body of Christ in Algeria continues to grow rapidly, especially 
within the Berber community. Berber Christians, whom the 
government closely monitors, have gained a collective voice by 
joining the EPA. 

FROM THE FIELD


