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“Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them.” Heb 13:3www.persecutionsa.org
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Deny Yourself and Journey into Your Red Zone
It is our pleasure this month to take you 
on a pictorial journey with Rolo, a former 
communist guerrilla, as he takes God’s 
Word into the jungles of Colombia — some 
of the most remote and violent places on 
earth. These red zones (see map above), 
are controlled by guerrilla and paramilitary 
groups that oppose Colombia’s 
government and are funded by cocaine 
trafficking.

The guerrillas maintain power by 
committing unspeakable acts of cruelty 
against helpless villagers, frequently 
abducting and murdering Christians, 
especially pastors and their children, 
with impunity. Some guerrillas oppose 
the Gospel on the basis of their atheistic 
communist ideology, while others oppose 
it simply because it is inconvenient to their 
criminal activities. 

Despite being threatened, beaten and even 
tortured, Rolo has continued to distribute 
Bibles in these areas for 20 years. While 

every trip poses great risks, they also bring 
him great joy, which you can see shining 
brightly in his eyes. Rolo does not lack 
a joyful sense of purpose, even in the 
hardest times. He has this in common 
with the several hundred red zone 
pastors with whom we have come into 
contact with over the years.   
       
Our Lord said, “If anyone would come 
after me, let him deny himself and take up 
his cross and follow me” (Matthew 16:24). 
When we consider this call of discipleship, 
it is important to remember that He told 
us the first step is self-denial. To follow 
Him, we will need to suffer intense 
shame and hardship, but we cannot 
faithfully walk this path unless we first 
turn away from, and indeed put to death, 
selfishness.

Whether we call it “survival instinct” or 
something else, the truth is that our fallen 
human nature is self-serving at its core. As 
Christians, however, we are not our own. 

We belong to God, who has bought us 
with a great and terrible price 
(1 Corinthians 6:20). The most common 
way we are identified in the New 
Testament is as those who are “in Christ” 
(see, for example, Romans 8:1). We are 
meant to be united with Christ and to go 
forth spending ourselves for His glory in 
the fallen world. Yet we too often treat 
our self-interests as idols and cling to our 
desire for comfort and safety. 

In the following pages, as you experience 
bold ministry deep inside Colombia’s 
red zones, I pray that you will ask God 
to lead you out of your comfort zone 
and into your next red zone. May you 
prayerfully and boldly follow Christ into 
a decision, place, interaction or situation 
that requires you to deny worldly desires 
in order to glorify Him. You may suffer if 
you do, but you will in turn receive the joy 
of the Lord and eternal purpose. 
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Rolo has been distributing Bibles in Colombia’s red zones for years. 
While he is not the only one doing this essential work, he has 
unique access to some of the most dangerous areas because he 
was once a member of a guerrilla group. “Give me the Bibles and 
the gasoline to take them, and I’ll get them there,” Rolo says. Rolo’s 
work requires him to be a meticulous logistician, a faithful pastor 
and, when his vehicle breaks down in an isolated area, a creative 
mechanic. 
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In the violent red zones where 
Rolo serves, most of the villagers 
are involved in growing or 
processing coca for the drug 
trade. Living among the various 
armed groups for decades has 
caused people to become deeply 
suspicious of outsiders, but Rolo’s 
friendly manner has encouraged 
them to open up enough to 
accept a Bible from him.4
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When Rolo delivers a load of Bibles to a group of red-
zone pastors, he serves as their connection to the global 

body of Christ. These dedicated men and women serve 
in difficult and dangerous places, receiving little outside 
encouragement. A gift of Bibles for their congregations 

strengthens their faith and assures them that they are not 
forgotten. 
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In some parts of Colombia’s dense jungles, rivers are the main transportation arteries. 
Wooden canoes, carved out by locals, are crucial to pastors not only for moving Bibles 
between communities but also for visiting church members and bringing people to church. 
While the boats are essential tools, they leave Rolo and other pastors vulnerable to attack by 
armed guerrillas on the shore. 



For a short time, it appeared that 
rebel groups that had been fighting 
the government for decades might 
disband. Unfortunately, increased 
guerrilla and paramilitary activity has 
returned. The armed groups have 
closed many churches in the past two 
years, either by chaining the door, 
threatening church members or killing 
the pastor. Christians in the remaining 
areas meet cautiously, knowing they 
are being watched.
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Rolo must plan and coordinate 
with the Colombian Bible Society, a 

shipping company and pastors living 
within a six-hour motorcycle ride 

of this church on the edge of a red 
zone in order to deliver truckloads of 

Bibles to the pastors. The pastors then 
divide the Bibles among themselves, 

according to their needs, before 
distributing them in their house- 

churches. Their six-hour motorcycle 
ride can extend to two days during 
the rainy season because of nearly 

impassable roads and trails. 
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Distributing Bibles in Colombia is physically 
demanding, both because of the primitive or 
non-existent roads and because of the speed 
at which distributors must perform their work 
to avoid being noticed by one of the many 
armed groups. Communist guerrillas as well as 
right-wing paramilitary groups use the cover 
of the jungle for growing, processing and 
transporting their lucrative drug crops.
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Children in remote towns and villages who see little hope of 
a future beyond the subsistence farming of their parents are 
lured to armed groups by promises of financial gain, if they 
aren’t forced to join as expendable foot soldiers. The hope 
of belonging to an eternal kingdom, as promised in God’s 
Word, is the only solution for Colombia’s future generations. 
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Subscribe to our FREE monthly Newsletter. Go to www.persecutionsa.org

TO DONATE to Christian Mission International, please use one of the following Banks details:
Nedbank Standard Bank ABSA Bank
Account no.: 1925-024946 (Cheque) Account no.: 02-249-5592 (Cheque) Account no.: 909-861-7711 (Savings)
Branch Code: 192505 (Bedfordview) Branch Code: 018305 (Bedford Gardens) Branch Code: 632005 (Bedford Centre)
Cheques are no longer accepted at any of our Banks listed above.

CMI | P. O. Box 7157, Primrose Hill, 1417 South Africa | Office Cell: 076-022-3336 (8am-5pm)
Email: cmi@vomsa.org | Website: www.persecutionsa.org | Facebook@cmivomsa | Instagram@cmi - vomsa

Executive Director:  Mr Ashley Illman - Direct Cell: 083 457 4164

© Permission to reprint any portion of this newsletter must be obtained from Christian Mission International.

August/September 2021Prayer Diary
AUGUST
15 KAZAKHSTAN Pray for the effective use of technology in proclaiming the Gospel.
16 PAKISTAN Pray for Front-Line Workers throughout Pakistan. 
17 BANGLADESH Pray for Barrun’s boldness and protection as he reaches out to Muslims.
18 MEXICO Pray for VOM’s work responding to persecution faced by the Chol people in Chiapas.
19 LAOS Pray for those who practice a mix of Buddhism and animism.
20 KENYA Pray for the wisdom and strength of government leaders standing against Islamic extremism.
21 MALAYSIA Pray that God will bring about an end to government corruption.
22 MAURITANIA Pray that those imprisoned for their faith will be bold witnesses for the Gospel.
23 TURKEY Pray for the comfort and direction of the many missionaries deported from Turkey.
24 TAJIKISTAN Pray for outreach efforts in the eastern part of the country.
25 COLOMBIA Pray for families that have been affected by violence.
26 SRI LANKA Pray for those training and equipping pastors. 
27 VIETNAM Pray for Christians who have been displaced.
28 LIBYA Pray for those who must worship through online churches because of persecution.
29 NIGERIA Pray for orphans whose parents were killed by Boko Haram.
30 INDIA Pray that God will change the hearts of persecutors and that they will turn to Christ.
31 PHILIPPINES Pray for church leaders as they provide encouragement to fearful Believers.

SEPTEMBER
1 SYRIA Pray that the many Christian converts from Islam will grow in knowledge and faith.
2 UGANDA Pray for Christians as Muslim organizations seek to entice them to turn away from Christ.
3 EGYPT Pray that many will come to know Christ through Bible distributions in the country.
4 IRAQ Pray for Christian converts from Islam in the Baghdad area, where persecution has intensified.
5 ETHIOPIA Pray for peace and stability among regional ethnic groups.
6 NORTH KOREA Pray for Christian workers who smuggle Bibles and other Christian resources into North Korea.
7 TURKMENISTAN Pray for Believers’ integrity amid widespread corruption.
8 BRUNEI Pray that Muslims will learn the truth about God and Jesus Christ.
9 INDIA Pray for the encouragement of Christians experiencing prolonged persecution.
10 PAKISTAN Pray for Bible-translation work focused on minority people groups with little access to Scripture.
11 KUWAIT Pray for Kuwaiti Believers who are forced to leave their families because of their Christian faith.
12 LAOS Pray that Hmong Christians will have more freedom to follow Christ.
13 C.A.R. Pray for churches in Central African Republic as they encourage thousands of displaced Christians.
14 NIGERIA Pray for those in the Miango region, which has suffered repeated attacks by Muslim mercenaries.
15 MALDIVES Pray for those working on a Bible translation into Divehi, the Maldivian language.
16 AZERBAIJAN Pray for unity and friendship between churches and pastors.
17 SOMALIA Pray for the families of Somali Believers who have been killed for their faith.
18 AFGHANISTAN Pray for Believers who gather in house fellowships for prayer, encouragement and worship.
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