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INSPIRED BY THOSE WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES 
TO SHARE GOD’S SAVING GRACE

In 1993, Pastor Jean-Paul planted a church in  

Ramandji, a Muslim neighborhood outside  

Bangui, capital of the Central African Republic.  

He maintained good relations with the  

community for years.

Everything changed when Muslim Seleka rebels 

violently overthrew the government and targeted 

Christians, killing thousands in Jean-Paul’s area 

and driving them from their homes. Most of the pastor’s church members �ed the area as hostility 

increased. But Pastor Jean-Paul felt impressed strongly that the Lord wanted him to stay to maintain 

a witness for Christ among those he had served for so long.

On Feb. 7, 2017, Islamists shot Pastor Jean-Paul to death outside his church in Ramandji before 

looting and burning his house and the church. Jean-Paul’s wife, Mary, said that they killed her 

husband because the community no longer wanted Christians in the area. She and Pastor Jean-Paul 

had been married 48 years and had 11 children and 17 grandchildren. A�er losing her husband, her 

home and all her possessions, Mary had no choice but to leave the area. 

Five other evangelical pastors in the region were killed in the �rst �ve weeks of 2017. Pastor  

Jean-Paul knew the risks, counted the cost and willingly stayed to shepherd his congregation and 

serve as a witness for Christ. He has given us the wonderful example of his faithfulness, and he has 

been a powerful witness to the truth of Christ by sealing his testimony in his own blood.

Pastor Jean-Paul Sankagui
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC



PLEASE WATCH THE FREE 5-MINUTE VIDEO OF PASTOR  
JEAN-PAUL SANKAGUI’S STORY AT PERSECUTION.COM/MARTYR.

What were your initial thoughts and feelings as you watched the video? What stood out to you about 
Pastor Jean-Paul and his ministry in the Central African Republic?

READ MARK 12:28–30

What actions of obedience did Pastor Jean-Paul take that give insight into his love for God? How does 
loving God with all of our heart, mind, soul and strength foster obedience in all circumstances? 

What does it mean for followers of Christ to count it an honor or privilege to su�er and even give their 
lives for the cause of Christ (Acts 5:41)? 

Facing opposition is not an experience only for our brothers and sisters living in hostile areas and 
restricted nations. Christ told us that all those who bear witness about Him to the lost will experience 
opposition (for example, see John 15:18–20). How have you experienced opposition for your faith? Did 
you feel it was an honor or privilege to do so? Explain.

Pastor Jean-Paul was determined to remain faithful to God’s call to serve his congregation and be a 
witness to the Muslims in his area. He knew the danger but chose to stay even as others �ed. In what  
way has God called you to serve? How can you live out that commitment where you are? Explain.

It is not enough to know about the lost and pray for them. We must understand that we have been 
commanded to reach them by telling them about the truth of Jesus Christ, our Lord. How does Pastor 
Jean-Paul’s story inspire you to pay any price to obey Christ? What speci�c step can you take as a result?

Questions for Group, Class and Family Discussion

Pray for pastors and church leaders serving in places where they experience a daily threat of public 
humiliation, opposition and even violence. �ey ask us to pray that they will love their enemies and 
remain faithful to God’s call to be a witness for Christ to those who hate them.

Pray for your own commitment to Christ, that you will be a bold and faithful witness no matter the 
opposition you face.
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Stay in fellowship with our persecuted Christian family members and  
be inspired by their examples of faith by receiving a free subscription to  
�e Voice of the Martyrs’ monthly magazine.

VISIT PERSECUTION.COM/SUBSCRIBE OR CALL 918-337-8015.

Please go watch the free 5-minute video of the story of Pastor
Jean-Paul Sankagui at www.persecutionsa.org/day-of-the-christian-martyr

Visit www.persecutionsa.org/newletters


