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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

About the cover: A Christian woman displays her joy at a VOM food distribution for displaced Christians in northern Nigeria.  
VOM provides for thousands of displaced Nigerian Christians and supports about 1,400 widows who lost their husbands in religiously motivated attacks.

Two of my favourite stories in Scripture involve Christ and 
prayer. The first is near the beginning of the Lord’s ministry, 
when He pauses to teach us to pray — “After this manner 
therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done...” (Matthew 
6:9–13). The second occurs much later in His ministry, at the 
most difficult time of His earthly life, mere hours before His 
arrest, trials, scourging and crucifixion. In this instance, we get 
to listen in as Jesus prays for us. 

The Apostle John recounts the words of this special prayer 
in the 17th chapter of his Gospel. Christ prayed for all those 
who would believe on Him, “that they may all be one, just as 
you, Father, are in me, and I in you” (v. 21). He then continued, 
repeating the word one to emphasize His point, “And the glory 
which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, 
even as we are one: I in them, and thou in me, that they may be 
made perfect in one..." (vv. 22–23, emphasis mine).

I often pray Christ’s prayer from John 17 as I work to make His 
concerns my own. As I do so, I become filled with purpose and 
resolve to make His prayer come true. Let us seek the reality 
He describes — one in which His followers display the same 
unity that is eternally existent between Father and Son. No 
expense should be considered too great, no road too hard, 
no government’s restrictions or persecutor’s threats too 
intimidating to stop us from pursuing the perfect fellowship 
Christ described in His prayer.

Our Christian brothers and sisters are a treasure. In Christ, 
we are meant to enjoy a richness of joy in relationship with 

other members of God’s family, and we needlessly impoverish 
ourselves if we remain unaware and isolated. I can assure you 
that your efforts to know, pray for and support our persecuted 
brothers and sisters will always reap a great harvest of joy in 
your heart.

I pray that this month’s newsletter will help you more fully 
experience this wonderful joy in fellowship — the fellowship 
that is the answer to Christ’s prayer. We are fulfilling His prayer 
when we rejoice along with our Christian sisters in India (see 
p. 4) and contemplate the difficulties faced by many of our 
Indian family members who have left a life of idol worship 
within Hinduism to follow the one true and living God. We are 
fulfilling Christ’s prayer when we add our gifts and prayers to 
our family members’ Bible distribution efforts in hostile areas 
like Colombia’s guerrilla-controlled “Red Zones” (see p. 6). We 
are fulfilling Christ’s prayer when we support the efforts of 
our Christian family members in Iraq and Syria (see p. 10) who, 
having been driven from their homes and robbed of all their 
worldly possessions at the hands of Muslims, choose to love 
those same Muslims enough to share the Gospel with them. 

May we become perfectly one.
 

The Answer to Christ’s Prayer

Ashley

“Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them.” Heb 13:3www.persecutionsa.org

“That I may know him, and the 
power of his resurrection, and 
the fellowship of his sufferings, 
being made conformable unto 
his death;” 
          —Philippians 3:10 



Open worship can be risky in places 
where Christians face persecution, but 
it is essential for their spiritual growth 
and well-being. New Believers often 
experience the harshest persecution, 
including rejection from their friends 
and society, but fellowship with other 
Believers gives them strength.
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Reaching the children of Believers in 
hostile areas and restricted nations is 

crucial, as they are the future of the 
church. These children must be well 

grounded in faith just like their parents 
so they can influence their nations 

for Christ. Every year, VOM distributes 
thousands of Christmas Care Packs like 
these to children in difficult places. All 

the packs include a Bible.



Illegal in some countries and censored or limited in others, God’s Word is especially 
precious to those living under persecution. Christian workers risk their lives to bring Bibles 
— written, audio and digital — to persecuted Believers.
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The various refugee crises of recent years 
have provided opportunities for Believers to 
share the Gospel with those who emigrated 
from hostile areas to places where Believers 
can freely tell them about Christ. Hardships 
of life for these refugees have also softened 
the hearts of many, especially Muslims, to the 
Gospel. 
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God is using faithful witnesses to build 
His church among every tribe, tongue 

and nation. Front-Line Workers plant 
churches and reach out to those living 

in the most remote areas, leading 
many men, women and children to 
Christ. These Christian workers face 

great risk of persecution as they leave 
their homes and villages to share 
Christ among those hostile to the 

Gospel. 
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In some areas hostile to Christ, 
baptism is seen as the ultimate 
act of defiance or betrayal. When 
new Believers are baptized, 
they are perceived as having 
completely rejected their culture’s 
belief system. Despite facing 
fierce opposition from family and 
society, Believers who find the 
truth in Jesus Christ welcome the 
opportunity to obediently declare 
their allegiance to Him.

14



August/September 2020 Prayer Diary
AUGUST                               I Prayed
16 BRUNEI  Pray for Believers who are now subject to Sharia, or Islamic law.
17 PAKISTAN  Pray for those still recovering from church attacks in Peshawar and Quetta.
18 MAURITANIA  Pray that those imprisoned for their faith will be bold witnesses.
19 MALI  Pray that the church will display the light of Christ amid jihadist activity.
20 QATAR Pray that culture and tradition will not hinder people from coming to Christ.
21 ETHIOPIA  Pray for Christians who are persecuted by the Muslim community in southern and eastern Ethiopia.
22 KAZAKHSTAN  Pray that Christian drug and alcohol rehabilitation centres will not be forced to close.
23 SRI LANKA  Pray that more churches will be planted in hostile Hindu and Buddhist areas.
24 INDONESIA Pray for Andreas in Jambi province who is facing charges of blasphemy against Islam.
25 KUWAIT  Pray that young people searching for answers will find them in Jesus Christ.
26 SOUTHERN MEXICO  Pray that churches will remain strong and faithful in regions of ongoing civil unrest.
27 SOMALIA  Pray for the safety of Believers who face persecution from family, neighbours and terrorists.
28 AFGHANISTAN  Pray for the spread of the Gospel via radio, TV, social media and Bible translation.
29 NORTH KOREA  Pray for elderly North Korean missionaries who regularly risk their lives to share the Gospel.
30 TANZANIA  Pray that government leaders will stand strong against the influence of Islam.
31 MOROCCO  Pray that Christians will remain united in Morocco.

SEPTEMBER                               I Prayed
1 UZBEKISTAN  Pray for President Shavkat Mirziyoyev.
2 SAUDI ARABIA  Pray that those standing trial because of their faith will be encouraged and strengthened.
3 NORTH KOREA  Pray for “Sister J” as she distributes audio Bibles inside North Korea.
4 CHINA  Pray for Pastor Xi and his wife who were arrested, tortured and forced to relocate.
5 KUWAIT  Pray that Kuwaiti students in the U.S. will hear the Gospel and turn to Christ.
6 CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC  Pray that displaced Christians will forgive their persecutors.
7 SOMALIA  Pray that Believers will have access to Somali Bibles.
8 MOROCCO  Pray that Islamic schools led by extremists will be closed.
9 BRUNEI  Pray that churches and missionaries will find creative ways to bring the Gospel to Malay people.
10  TURKEY  Pray that Christian youth will find spouses who are committed to Christ.
11 DJIBOUTI Pray for Christian converts from Islam who face pressure and persecution from their communities.
12 EGYPT  Pray that Christian converts from Islam will be accepted by existing churches.
13 LEBANON  Pray for pastors and churches who feel overwhelmed by the needs of refugees.
14 UNITED ARAB EMIRATES  Pray that more workers will be sent to tribal areas of the country.
15 BRUNEI  Pray for a Front-Line Worker battling cancer.
16 QATAR  Pray that Believers will overcome fear and that the Gospel will be freely shared.
17 LEBANON  Pray for persecuted Christians who feel alone in their suffering.
18 SOUTHERN MEXICO  Pray for Spanish Bible distributions in previously inaccessible communities.
19 LIBYA  Pray for those whose only opportunity for fellowship is online churches.
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Subscribe to our FREE monthly Newsletter. Go to www.persecutionsa.org

TO DONATE to Christian Mission International, please use one of the following Banks details:
Nedbank Standard Bank ABSA Bank
Account no.: 1925-024946 (Cheque) Account no.: 02-249-5592 (Cheque) Account no.: 909-861-7711 (Savings)
Branch Code: 192505 (Bedfordview) Branch Code: 018305 (Bedford Gardens) Branch Code: 632005 (Bedford Centre)
Crossed Cheques or Postal Orders - Payable to Christian Mission International.

CMI | P. O. Box 7157, Primrose Hill, 1417 South Africa | Tel: 011 873-2604/5 | Office Cell: 076-022-3336 (8am-2pm)
Fax: 011-873-3859 | Email: cmi@vomsa.org | Website: www.persecutionsa.org | Facebook@cmivomsa | Instagram@cmi - vomsa

Executive Director:  Mr Ashley Illman - Direct Cell: 083 457 4164

© Permission to reprint any portion of this newsletter must be obtained from Christian Mission International.

For more info, please go to www.persecutionsa.org


