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TO SHARE GOD’S SAVING GRACE

Introduction
PRIORITY VS. PRIORITIES — WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE?

 » �e word “priority” is from a Latin word that can be traced back to at least the year 1400.

 » For its �rst 540 years of existence, the word “priority” was used in its singular form. �ere was no 
such thing as more than one priority because only one item could be “�rst” or “most important.” 

 » It wasn’t until 1940 that the word “priorities” (plural) became widely used. 

An understanding of the word “priority” makes the word “priorities” puzzling. So, where did the word 
come from? Some point to a separate Latin word from the 17th century indicating the plural, but it was 
not in common usage.

 » What happened in the 1940s? One major in�uence is that WWII became the global focus. On 
Oct. 15, 1940, Winston Churchill issued in a War Cabinet “Note by the Prime Minister” a paper 
outlining his priorities. He even used the phrases “highest priority” and “1A priority.”

�e shi� from priority to priorities has frustrated many of us from then until now. Realistically, 
multitasking is simply rapid-tasking, and one can only focus on a single thing at a time. Today I will 
focus on a single thought.

What Is the Priority of a Biblical Disciple?
READ MARK 12:28–30

THE PRIORITY OF A BIBLICAL DISCIPLE

Biblical Disciples Love God with All �eir Heart, Mind,  
Soul and Strength

 » �ere are a multitude of resources dedicated to fostering this kind of love in the lives of believers, 
including worship resources, Bible study resources, prayer resources, witnessing resources and 
more. Today we are not going to focus on those; we are going to zero in on what happens when a 
follower of Christ truly begins to love God with ALL. What kind of life is on display?

(MARK 12:28–30)

Note: Other Day of the Christian Martyr resources that may complement this sermon outline are available at 
persecution.com/martyr. Resources include short (15- and 30-second) promo videos, a 5-minute story video 
and downloadable discussion questions for families, classes or groups. A bulletin insert and slide deck are also 
available for download.
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Loving God with ALL results in an allegiance to Christ above 
all else. �is commitment can be seen as:

 » I seek “things above” not “things on earth” (Colossians 3:1–3).

• My focus and pursuit shi� from temporal to eternal.

• I begin to ask, “What matters for eternity?”

• I begin to ask, “What is best for the advancement of God’s kingdom?” instead of  
“What is best for me?”

 » I identify as a kingdom citizen, a servant (or “bondslave”) of Christ (Philippians 1:1,  
Hebrews 11:13, 1 Peter 2:9, John 1:12).

• I intentionally make all other “identities” secondary to my identity as a servant of Christ.  
�ese include identities I hold with my

 – family

 – ethnicity

 – nationality

 – social identity

 – political a�liations

 – clubs, teams, organizations

Transition: I want to introduce you to Pastor Jean-Paul Sankagui (SAN-KA-GWEE), who loved God  
with ALL as he served faithfully in the Central African Republic. 

May we each be inspired to pursue the life of a biblical disciple, as demonstrated by Pastor Jean-Paul. 
Loving God with ALL is the priority, and many actions and behaviors result from that love relationship 
with Him. 

Transition: As we prioritize loving God with ALL, we will see a growing allegiance to the things of God 
and align our identity with His kingdom.

Loving God with ALL results in a new allegiance and prompts 
us to love others well, with unconditional love.

 » As we love others well, we see them as Christ sees them.

• When Jesus saw the crowds, he had compassion on them as sheep without a shepherd  
(Matthew 9:36).
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 » As we love others well, we see ourselves as Christ sees us.

• A fellow heir with Christ (Romans 8:17)

• Children of God (John 1:12)

• A member of Christ’s body (1 Corinthians 12:27)

• A part of God’s redemptive plan for the world (Acts 1:8)

ILLUSTRATION FROM SCRIPTURE: LUKE 7:11–15
Jesus encountered 10 lepers on his way to Galilee. �ey cried out, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” 
Scripture indicates that Jesus SAW THEM. He saw them not with the eyes of man but with the eyes 
of God — with compassion, not pity. Pity assumes a position of superiority, o�en with an attitude of 
a greater party assisting a lesser party. Compassion assumes the position of shared pain and a caring 
presence. Jesus understood the depth of their need and healed them of their leprosy. May we have the 
eyes of Jesus as we love others well.

Transition Statement: It all starts with the priority of loving God with ALL, which results in living in our 
new identity as kingdom citizens above all other allegiances and loving others well. And it also moves us  
to close a knowledge/obedience gap, no matter the cost.

Closing the Knowledge/Obedience Gap — What is it?
 » What is your knowledge level? As a Christian who has likely been involved in Sunday school,  

Bible studies, small groups and heard sermon a�er sermon, your knowledge is probably pretty 
high. And even if you are a new believer, you have experienced God’s grace in a personal way  
and are responsible for sharing that life-changing knowledge.

 » What is your obedience level? How well do you act to obey Christ by sharing His truth with  
the lost? 

 » For most of us, there is a gap between what we know and what we obediently share with others.

• Example: I know everything I need to know in order to share the hope of Christ with my 
neighbor. I know that Jesus changed my life. I know that without Christ, my neighbor is lost 
and destined for hell. I know that my neighbor needs a relationship with Christ. I know that 
“whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” But for some reason I don’t boldly  
share Christ with my neighbor.

 » Many of our brothers and sisters in Christ who live in hostile areas and restricted nations turn our 
disappointing example on its head. While their knowledge may be quite limited compared to ours, 
they obediently act on the hope they have received in Christ out of gratitude for the forgiveness of 
their sins.
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ILLUSTRATION FROM PERSONAL LIFE

My friend, a Christian leader, recently shared how he met a man who was an executive at a company. 
As they talked, he sensed that the Holy Spirit was leading him to engage in a conversation with the 
executive about his spiritual condition. He had just met the man, and they were working on a sensitive 
business arrangement. But as he heard him speak, he was convinced that the Lord was at work in the 
man’s life. So he asked directly, “Have you trusted in Christ yet? I sense that God is doing something in 
your life.” My friend has been a Christian his entire life and has been to many evangelism trainings, but 
if he had not been willing to put that knowledge into practice, it would have all been for naught. At that 
moment of conversation with the businessman, he did not need another training course. He needed to 
heed God’s Word and obediently open his mouth to share the hope within him — even though it could 
have been costly to his business. How about us? Do we witness for Christ to the lost at a level equal to 
our knowledge about Christ? 

OPTIONAL BIBLICAL ILLUSTRATION

Perhaps the greatest example in Scripture of someone who was instantly obedient without much 
knowledge is Abraham. Abraham was in a relationship with God and knew His voice. When God 
spoke, despite a lack of detail regarding God’s mandate, Abraham (then Abram) responded in instant 
obedience. Abraham obeyed at a level far above his knowledge. God had called him into a relationship, 
and out of that relationship he gladly mobilized at the sound of God’s voice (Genesis 12:1–4).

Transition statement:  Loving God with ALL will result in a singular alignment with our kingdom  
identity. Loving others well will move us to close the knowledge/obedience gap and launch us to become 
bold witnesses.

O�en, we convince ourselves that we are bold witnesses for Christ. �at belief is o�en rooted in a 
general behavior: “the list of things I don’t do” or “the list of rules I keep.” �at might make us morally 
correct, but it does not make us obedient to Christ’s instructions to share His truth with the lost. When 
was the last time you said the words “my Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ” to someone who does not walk 
with Him in faith? When was the last time you had a speci�c conversation with another person about 
the di�erence a personal relationship with Christ makes in your life — and can make in their life? Are 
we really BOLD in our witness?

To Be Speci�c — Here Are Some Biblical Characteristics of a 
Bold Witness

 » According to the original Greek, the word “martyr” means “witness” (as in Acts 1:8, “You will 
be my martys (Greek, plural of martyr) in Jerusalem … and to the ends of the earth”). Martyrs 
throughout the history of the church testi�ed to the truth and power of Jesus Christ and believed 
that they should take that witness to others, regardless of the cost.

 » Bold witnesses learn to hear the prompting of the Spirit (Acts 16:6).

 » Bold witnesses walk by faith instead of sight (2 Corinthians 5:7, Genesis 12).
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 » Bold witnesses have a fresh relationship with Christ daily (Luke 9:23).

 » Bold witnesses count the cost for their witness and grow in their willingness to sacri�ce  
for the sake of the gospel (Romans 12:1–2).

 » Bold witnesses possess a kingdom perspective over any other identity.

ILLUSTRATION: ASIF — PAKISTAN

A Christian man who lost his job a�er refusing to convert to Islam is currently in hiding a�er receiving 
death threats. Asif, who was a valued supervisor at a garment factory, used to lead 10 coworkers in 
prayer before work every morning. In 2017, the factory owner approached him and told him to stop 
the prayers. Instead, Asif gave him a Bible to read so he could learn about Christ. Several months later, 
the owner brought an Islamic cleric in to persuade Asif to accept Islam, but Asif refused. �is year, 
the owner tried to force Asif to o�er Muslim prayers with him, but Asif still did not give in. Finally, in 
August, the owner gave him an ultimatum: Accept Islam or lose your job. Asif replied, “My God will 
provide me with everything,” and the owner �red him. 

Transition: Every situation we face as biblical disciples is preparation for God’s next assignment. 
Sometimes we fail miserably. Sometimes we remain faithful. No matter the outcome in a speci�c situation, 
God never writes us o�; His mercies are new each day. As you commit to love God with ALL, others 
around you will notice a transformation in your life. And the end result is that your love for God will  
pour out into the lives of others in a profound way.

Conclusion
Today, as we re�ect on those who came before us on the Day of the Christian Martyr, I do not want 
to leave you with the faulty notion that biblical disciples exist ONLY in hostile areas and restricted 
nations or that those serving God in those places are somehow “super-Christians.” Nothing could be 
further from the truth. Anyone who is a follower of Christ can and should walk the path of biblical 
discipleship. We can love God with ALL. We can develop the lifestyle of a bold witness. We can sacri�ce 
for the advancement of the gospel and joyfully face opposition as we do so. We can attain a level of 
obedience such that our boldness in witnessing for Christ equals our knowledge of His Word. We can 
prioritize our kingdom citizenship over all earthly allegiances.

And when we do that, our lives, churches, communities and world will be forever changed.

�e priority is this: Love God with ALL.  

Will each of us love God with ALL? Will we pursue the path of biblical discipleship at any cost?

Optional: I invite you to visit persecution.com and sign up for a free monthly magazine called �e 
Voice of the Martyrs. It contains stories just like the ones you heard today of Pastor Jean-Paul and Asif. 
Reading about our persecuted brothers and sisters in Christ will help you enter into fellowship with 
them and be inspired by their examples throughout the year.

5

Optional: I invite you to visit persecutionsa.org and sign up for a free monthly newsletter called 
The Voice of the Martyrs. It contains stories just like the ones you heard today of Pastor jean-Paul and Asif.
Reading about our persecuted brothers and sister in Christ will help you enter into fellowship with
them and be inspired by their examples throughout the year.


