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Oppressive governments would do well to tolerate the Bible 
in their lands, because we — the church, the members of 
the global body of Christ — will pay any price necessary 
to distribute them. In love and humility, but also in the full 
authority of our Lord (Matthew 28:18–20), we make these 
promises to the persecutors: The more you seek to restrict 
access to Bibles, the more we will send; for every Bible you 
destroy, five will take its place; and we will joyfully spend our 
efforts and resources, suffering if necessary, to bring a Bible 
to every Christian you oppress and to everyone who seeks 
knowledge of God’s truth.
 
We are blessing the Bible’s opponents by warning them that 
since they fight against God (see Acts 5:39), their efforts will 
result in their failure and humiliation. The harder they try to 
stomp out the fires of the Gospel’s power and message, the 
more the embers will spread. God’s response to those who set 
themselves against Him is powerfully communicated in Psalm 
2:1–4, culminating in this vivid image in verse 4: “He who sits in 
the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision.” No one 
can stop Him.

The need remains great, as there are still more than 20 nations 
in the world where significant numbers of Christians do not 
have a Bible because of persecution. However, no government 
or group is succeeding in defeating our Bible-smuggling 
operations. I am blessed to report that mature Believers are 
risking imprisonment to deliver Bibles to new converts, and 
those who have come to Christ risk death to receive them.

Because God said so in His Word, we can promise the 
persecutors that God’s Word is, and will always be, unbound 
despite the enemy’s designs to destroy or restrict it. Recent 
years have brought several instances of mass attacks in which 
thousands of Bibles were confiscated and burned. In every 
case, we have responded by distributing far more Bibles than 
were destroyed. The very idea of ‘restriction’ loses power as 
technology makes access to digital audio, e-book Bibles, and 
even Bible-based films much easier.

It is my prayer that this digital edition Newsletter will lead you 
into a greater understanding of how close we are to seeing 
and indeed being used by God to bring about the fulfillment 
of Habakkuk 2:14 — “For the earth will be filled with the 
knowledge of the glory of the LORD as the waters cover the 
sea.” 

Thank you for your prayers and gifts, which God is using to 
powerfully accomplish this victory.
 

Our Promise to the Persecutors
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“Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from 
the dead according to my gospel: Wherein I suffer trouble, as an 
evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound.”          
                 —2 Timothy 2:8–9



When Tran ran out of storage space in his small home, 
he moved several boxes of illegally printed Bibles to his 
sister’s apartment, stowing them under her bed until he 
could distribute them in the Vietnamese highlands. His 
sister, who is not a Believer, called him in a panic one 
evening after a friend who works for the police stopped 
by unexpectedly and asked her about the boxes. Thinking 
fast, she told her friend the boxes contained educational 
materials for her brother, who was a teacher.

Still, she worried that the Bibles would be discovered. 
“Tran, come pick up your Bibles!” she told her brother. “It 
is very dangerous now!” Tran chuckles as he recalls piling 
the boxes on his small motorbike in the middle of the 
night and hoping the police would not stop him. Although 
he did get stopped, the police officer merely warned him 

that his boxes could come loose and cause an accident. 
He then helped Tran tighten the ropes on the boxes of 
Bibles before waving him on.

Today, faithful front-line workers continue to creatively 
circumvent government restrictions. They spread the 
Gospel in even the most restricted countries through the 
use of the internet, radio broadcasts and digital media. 
Full Bibles and study materials can be distributed on one 
small memory card.

Pray 
4 for creative ways to distribute God’s Word in 
 restricted countries
4 that authorities will remain blind to these 
 distribution efforts

Unbound 
by Governments
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Those who oppose the Gospel know that children are a 
strategic bridge to the future. Islamists, Hindu radicals, 
Buddhist fundamentalists and Marxists all target children for 
recruitment and indoctrination in order to grow their ranks.  
 In China, the Communist government prohibits 
religious instruction,  specifically biblical teaching 
and discipleship, for children younger than 18. And in 
Colombian “red zones,” Marxist guerrillas and paramilitary 
groups persecute pastors and other church leaders 
because they discourage young people from joining their 
violent cause. 

In some countries in Africa, Muslims target children 
in Christian villages by offering free Islamic education, 
including room and board, to lure them away from the 
Christian faith. Teenagers have even been radicalized in 
exchange for material benefits. After a distribution of 
full-colour children’s Bibles in an African country where 

Islam is on the rise, a front-line worker shared these words 
of encouragement: “I am sure by the grace of God … we 
will have a strong future for the church, as the young 
generation will be equipped with the Word of God, and 
hence will not be deceived by any false doctrine or religion. 
They will be able to know what they believe and why they 
believe in it, which is the Lord Jesus.”

Believers in restricted nations and hostile areas 
know how crucial it is to teach God’s truth to children 
surrounded by false religions and beliefs. They also know 
God’s Word is an essential tool in helping children grow in 
faith and in reaching the next generation for Christ.

Pray 
4 for continued Bible distributions despite growing   
 restrictions
4 that children who receive these Bibles will grow in faith

A Forbidden Book
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As the number of people placing their faith in Christ 
grows in India, so does persecution at the hands of 
family members and fellow villagers. Christians often 
face a life of poverty as members of India’s lower castes, 
and some exist outside the caste system entirely. The 
steady increase in both Believers and persecution 
underscores a resulting urgent need for more Bibles. 

At one recent distribution, about 75 percent of 
those receiving Bibles were new Believers. “Most of the 
pastors … expressed that their churches are growing 
both in number as well as in spiritual maturity,” a 
Christian worker said. “Members are now sensing their 
responsibility of reading, listening and sharing with their 
friends and neighbours.” And as these new Believers 
study God’s Word, they become better prepared to face 
persecution in the days ahead.

Kashi, a former Hindu woman who came to know 
Christ, had longed for a Bible but never been able to 

obtain one. Her prayer was answered when she received 
her own copy of God’s Word at a Bible distribution. “It 
is hard for me to go to church because of my family 
situation, as they do not allow me to go,” she shared 
with a front-line worker. “But I can study about God now 
from the Bible.” 

Another new Christian, named Gangamma, said, “I 
have endured a lot of persecution at the hands of my 
parents and husband. But they are nothing compared to 
knowing that the Lord Jesus cleansed me of all my sins. 
Today is another great day for me, as my long-lasting 
desire for a Bible has been fulfilled.”

Pray 
4 that those who need a Bible will be able to receive   
 their own copy
4 that Christians will read God’s Word daily and be   
 equipped to face persecution 

More Believers,
More Persecution
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A VOM worker visiting Niger was astonished by the 
welcome he received at churches that had been planted 
just three months earlier. While he had expected to meet 
only a handful of people at each church, he instead was 
greeted by upwards of 30 people in each village. “It was 
apparent that the storytelling method they were using was 
attracting people in this oral culture,” he said. He and the 
front-line workers in the area realized, however, that these 
new believers and seekers could not be discipled through 
storytelling alone. They needed audio Bibles so they could 
hear God’s Word for themselves. 

Over the past two years, the audio Bibles have proved 
fruitful. After a front-line worker shared the Gospel and left 
two audio Bibles with a Fulani couple who make their living 
breeding livestock, the couple soon called him back. They 
told the worker they had accepted Christ after listening to 
the Bibles, but had many questions. The front-line worker 
returned to spend three days with the couple and provide 

intensive discipleship training, and a few months later they 
were baptized. 

A front-line worker who ministers among the Tuareg 
people said audio Bibles have also been invaluable in his 
work. “We remember that in the years 1999 to 2016, all 
the Tuaregs refused to accept the word of Jesus, and they 
persecuted the Christians,” he said. “But we give glory 
to Jesus Christ that now the people of the village accept 
us and especially the word of Jesus Christ.” A year ago, 
the worker distributed memory cards loaded with copies 
of the New Testament and Christian songs in the Tuareg 
language.

Pray 
4 that those receiving audio Bibles will be discipled to better  
 understand what they hear and read
4 that front-line workers will reach those who have never  
 heard the Good News

Audio Bibles 
Bring New Life to the Hardest Hearts

11



12



Getting God’s Word into the hands of persecuted Christians 
in conflict areas is a great encouragement to them. The 
Nuba Mountains of Sudan is one such hard-to-reach area 
that poses a variety of logistical challenges. 

One of the biggest obstacles is a humanitarian blockade 
that has been in place for the past nine years. And while 
the blockade may be withdrawn soon, it is currently still a 
crime to deliver any form of relief, including Bibles, to the 
area. Getting aid and Bibles to Christians in these areas can 
be a challenge, requiring transport by truck on sometimes 
impassable roads and even by small airplanes. 

VOM’s field leader in Sudan said last year was especially 
challenging because of severe flooding. “Some of the 
places that used to be ‘roads’ had standing water up to the 
neck level,” he said. “Even … trucks were unable to move 

for about four weeks.” 
In light of these challenges, receiving a shipment of 

print Bibles and “Bible radios” in this hard-to-reach area 
means the world to our brothers and sisters in Christ 
who live there. “For the hundreds of churches spread 
over the embattled Nuba Mountains, these Bibles are like 
reinforcements in a major battle,” a field worker said.

Pray 
4 for a clear path of Bible distribution to Christians
4 for the protection of those delivering Bibles in these areas 

Bibles to a Conflict Area
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Aarav and his family were evicted from their home after coming to faith 
in Christ.

Praise God for new Believers among the Prai tribal group. Ask God to 
strengthen them through His Word.

INDIA: New Believer Persecuted over 
Rumors of Paid Conversions
Aarav had suffered with a chronic illness for many years, and 
after seeking treatment for more than a decade his family 
had accrued a lot of debt. When Aarav’s daughter and another 
of his children dropped out of school to work and help the 
family, Aarav’s daughter met a local minister through her job 
cleaning houses. After the minister learned of her father’s 
illness, he shared the Gospel with her, and she soon placed her 
faith in Christ. Aarav’s daughter then invited the minister to 
their home, and he eagerly shared the Good News with the 
entire family. Aarav and his family all came to faith in Christ, 
and Aarav gradually began to experience healing.

LAOS: Worship Prohibited Due to “Too 
Many Christians”
Officials in northern Laos interrupted a worship service in 
a Prai village recently and warned the Christians that they 
would be arrested if they did not stop holding services. Police 
told the worshipers that too many people are becoming 
Christians and they do not want others to accept the religion. 
They also told them that Christianity is a tool used by 
Americans to control Laotians. 

The Prai, a minority tribal group living in Laos and 
Thailand, are generally poor and often hire themselves out 
for menial labor. Front-line workers say about 800 to 900 
Christians and 11 churches exist in the area and that Believers 
there are experiencing severe persecution. Two Christian 
workers who met with Prai church leaders recently said most 
of the Christians are prepared to stand firm in their faith.

FROM THE FIELD

Recently, as the minister visited Aarav’s family for their 
weekly meeting, about 50 members of a militant Hindu 
group gathered outside Aarav’s house and began shouting 
and banging on the doors. The pastor called the police, 
who came and told the mob that nothing improper was 
happening in the house, but the Hindus were not satisfied. 
The police eventually took Aarav and the pastor to the police 
station for questioning, took their contact information and 
said they would call them if they needed anything else. 

The situation seemed resolved until local news media 
reported that Aarav and the pastor had been taken to the 
police station. The news report included false allegations 
that Christians had been paying Hindus to convert.

The Hindu militants, further angered by the news report, 
demanded that Aarav be expelled from the village. As a 

result, he and his family were evicted from their home, 
lenders demanded immediate repayment of loans and Aarav’s 
long-time client told him he would no longer purchase 
milk from him. “Life has come to a standstill for these poor 
villagers all because they put their faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ,” a front-line worker said. “The family is very sad and 
worried. We need to stand urgently in prayers with them.”
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Hear More Stories 
FROM THE FIELD

Would you like to hear firsthand stories from persecuted 
Christians and those who serve them? VOM offers two 
ways you can do that.
 
      Invite us to give a presentation
 
VOMSA is willing to come to your Church to present the latest 
information about persecution and how you can pray for these 
brothers and sisters in Christ who suffer for their faith.

We also have some refugees in South Africa who can share their 
experience first hand with you — how they suffered persecution 
at the hands of their persecutors, escaped their country to seek 
assylum in South Africa.

We would also encourage 
you to subscribe to our 
monthly Newsletter either 
via post or email. Go to: 
www.persecutionsa.org

      Listen to VOM Radio
 
You can also hear from persecuted 
Believers every week on VOM Radio.

Each week, you’ll hear directly from 
our Christian brothers and sisters 
who willingly suffer persecution 
rather than denying their faith 
in Christ. Recent guests have 
included Brother Rachid, a former 
Muslim kicked out of his house by 
his own family; imprisoned Pastor 
Andrew Brunson and his wife, Norine; Brother Paul from Nigeria; and 
two Gospel workers reaching Afghanistan for Christ.

1

2

Listen online, find a radio station in your area or 
subscribe to the VOM Radio podcast at VOMRadio.net.

PAKISTAN: Christian Laborer 
Beaten for Leading Muslim to 
Christ 
Hamza, who was raised as a Christian in a family 
indebted to a brick-kiln owner, didn’t experience 
persecution until he brought a Muslim to church. 
The kiln owner had no problem with Hamza 
attending church, but their relationship changed 
drastically when Hamza brought a Muslim 
coworker to church and the man accepted 
Christ. Shortly after that happened, the kiln 
owner met Hamza at the entrance to Hamza’s 
church and beat him so badly that his shoulder 
was broken. Despite the injury and his treatment 
by the owner, Hamza continued to work toward 
paying off his debts. 

Two years ago, Hamza was sold to another 
brick-kiln owner and continued to work to pay 
off his debt to the previous owner. Persecution 
from the previous owner did not stop, however. 
Last fall, two men on a motorcycle stopped 
Hamza on the way home from the market to 
beat him again. Hamza said they were acting 
on orders from his former owner, who is still 
angry at him. Hamza asks us to pray that God 
will change the hearts of those who are angry 
at him. 

Hamza, a Christian brick-kiln worker, is asking for 
prayer that God will change the hearts of those 
persecuting him.
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For persecuted Christians, having a copy of God’s Word comes at great cost. Yet they still long 
for their own Bible.

This month we invite you to make a gift to help ensure that every Believer in a restricted 
nation or hostile area has his or her own copy of the Bible.

To help distribute Bibles to Christians on the world’s most dangerous mission fields, 
please donate - bank details available on page 2 or go to www.persecutionsa.org

for Every Believer
A BIBLE
in Restricted Nations and Hostile Areas


