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Inspired by those who loved God with all.

PASTOR JEAN-PAUL SANKAGUI  FEB. 7, 2017

Pastor Jean-Paul Sankagui planted a church in a Muslim neighborhood 
outside Bangui, capital of the Central African Republic, in 1993. He 
maintained good relations with the community for years.

But civil war between Seleka rebels, government forces and anti-balaka 
militias changed everything. Most of the pastor’s church members �ed 
the area as hostility increased toward Christians. And even the pastor’s 
wife, Mary, urged him to leave the area and work someplace safer. But 
Pastor Jean-Paul stayed in obedience to what he believed God had 
called him to do.

On Feb. 7, 2017, Islamists shot Pastor Jean-Paul to death outside his 
church in Ramandji before looting and burning his house and church. 
Mary said they killed her husband because the community no longer 
wanted Christians in the area. She and Pastor Sankagui had been 
married 48 years and had 11 children and 17 grandchildren. A�er 
losing not only her husband but also her home and all her possessions, 
Mary had no choice but to leave the area. 

Five other evangelical pastors in the region also were killed in the �rst 
�ve weeks of 2017. Pastor Jean-Paul knew the risks, counted the cost 
and willingly stayed to shepherd his small congregation and serve as a 
witness for Christ in the neighborhood.
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To be inspired by Christians who are persecuted for their  
faith today, visit persecution.com and sign up for �e Voice  
of the Martyrs’ free monthly magazine.

What is a martyr?

AND YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR 
HEART AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND 
AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.     — MARK 12:30

According to the original Greek, 
the word “martyr” actually means 
“witness.” Martyrs throughout the 
history of the church testi�ed to 
the truth and power of Jesus Christ 
and believed that they should take 
that witness to others, regardless of 
the cost. 

�ese martyrs, including Pastor  
Jean-Paul Sankagui, have all shared a common passion for God. �eir passion prevailed 
over their fear of the severe consequences of being caught sharing God’s love with 
others. Perhaps part of their passion came from knowing the high price of what they 
possessed. When faith costs us something, it becomes in�nitely more valuable. 

What does Pastor Jean-Paul’s martyrdom inspire?

�ose who have given their lives for the advance of the gospel did so as the next step in 
their journey of discipleship. �ey did not simply wake up one day, living a marginal 
Christian experience and decide, “Today I’ll give my life for my faith.” No one is born 
as an exemplary biblical disciple (quite the opposite — we are all born into sin in a 
fallen world). Each of us must intentionally learn, obey and grow to become more and 
more Christlike throughout the entirety of our lives.

Each of us can be inspired to live faithfully for Christ by observing the transformative 
power of Christ in those who have paid the ultimate price. Drawing from their 
example, we can take the next step of obedience in our journey as a follower of Jesus. 
Always taking our next step is the mark of a maturing believer.

 Inscription honoring the faithful witness of Pastor 
Jean-Paul Sankagui on The Martyrs Memorial at 
VOM headquarters in Bartlesville, Oklahoma
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