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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The Rule of Law and the Lordship of Christ

Petr Jasek (on front cover) was imprisoned as a 
spy and enemy of the state because his provision 
of service to persecuted Christians broke Sudan’s 
laws. By criminalizing assistance to Christians living 
along the country’s southern border, the Islamist 
Sudanese regime had declared good, evil and evil, 
good (Isaiah 5:20). Sudan used the highest laws 
of its land to punish those who acted contrary to 
its agenda of killing a large segment of its own 
population. 
 We have Christian brothers and sisters suffering 
in prisons today because of humankind’s failure to 
carry out God’s commands to establish His justice 
and righteousness (Deuteronomy 16:20; Isaiah 1:17; 
Psalm 33:5). 

 In the photos on the left, you can see 
two of our precious sisters in Christ who 
suffered for years together under state 
inflicted torment so horrible that it seems 
inaccurate to call it “prison,” and they 
suffered solely for their witness of Christ in 
Eritrea. The first, Helen Berhane (seen here 
in a photo re-enactment of her shipping 
container prison cell), was released after 
almost three years, but the other, Twen 
Theodros (inset), remains imprisoned there 
after more than 16 years.
 As we obey Scripture and remember 
those in prison as if imprisoned with them 
(Hebrews 13:3), we are inspired by the 
faithfulness of our persecuted brothers 
and sisters in Christ. Though we cannot see 
God, we can see His transcendent love, joy 
and peace very clearly as the Holy Spirit 
shines through our imprisoned Christian 
family members. Be encouraged: If you 
belong to Christ, the same Holy Spirit 
dwells within you.
 It is important to remember that despite 
the injustice and unrighteousness we see 
and experience in our fallen world, God is 
perfectly just and righteous. If we wish to 
please God, we must seek to be like Him. 
As we are instructed in Scripture, “ To do 
justice and judgment is more acceptable 
to the LORD than sacrifice.” (Proverbs 
21:3). We must never stop praying that 
governments and laws in every nation will 
be in accordance with God’s will, on earth 
as it is in heaven (Matthew 6:10). However, 
we must understand that our fallen world is 
characterized by failed human attempts at 
governance. 
 Since the governments of this world 
fall far short of God’s justice and 
righteousness, we must prepare ourselves 
to embrace God’s rule when human 
governments attempt to restrict our 
obedience to Christ. 
 Jesus Christ is Lord. Will you give yourself 
fully to Christ and prepare to pay any price 
necessary to defy the laws of wicked men 
who seek to countermand or usurp His 
lordship?

Ashley
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The unexpected, far-reaching effects of an imprisoned pastor’s witness

Amir couldn’t have 
known how sharing 
the Gospel with a 
fellow prisoner would 
lead to other Muslims 
hearing the Gospel 
and coming to Christ. 
He continues his 
ministry in Iran today. 

Death Row EvangelismIran

I n 2007, Masood decided to visit his 
brother, Reza, in prison one last time 
before his execution. He thought a 

family member should be there to comfort 
his brother as he awaited punishment for 
a murder conviction, and he believed that 
only he could handle witnessing Reza’s 
death. But to Masood’s surprise, Reza 
didn’t need to be comforted. 

“I thought that I would find him worried 
and upset, but he was very peaceful and 
greeted me with a smile and a face full 
of hope,” Masood said. “I was wanting to 
comfort him, but in that short time before 
his death he said to me, ‘Do you know 
the reason for my peace and strength of 
heart?’”

Reza then told Masood about a pastor 
he had met in prison named Amir, who 
had told him about Jesus Christ. 

                       ***
Authorities in Iran, which is governed by a 
Shia Islamic theocracy, use their network 
of informants in each city to monitor and 
report the actions of pastors and other 
evangelists. It is illegal for an Iranian citizen 
to leave Islam, so those who lead others to 
Christ are seen as subversive and are often 
imprisoned on false charges of “acting 
against national security.” But unafraid of 
the consequences, especially while already 
behind bars, Amir told Reza about Jesus.

“Two days ago, I received new life and 
I am no longer afraid of death,” Reza told 
Masood. “I know that the Lord Jesus Christ 
has accepted me and that I am going to 
be with Him. So don’t worry about me.” 
Reza then urged Masood to put his faith 
in Jesus and seek forgiveness of his sins so 
that he, too, could find salvation through 
Christ.

“He wanted to speak more with me,” 
Masood said, “but the prison guard told 
us that the time had finished, and they 
took my brother and led him away to be 
executed. I saw that as my brother went, 
he was at peace and worshiping the Lord.”

After Reza’s execution, Masood 
followed his brother’s example and placed 
his faith in Christ. He read articles about 
Christianity on the internet and watched 
Christian satellite TV. “Before all this, I was 
addicted to drugs and even sold drugs,” 

Masood said, “but Christ delivered me from 
all these bondages.”

Masood decided he needed to meet the 
pastor who had led his brother to Christ, but 
he didn’t know if he had been released from 
prison yet. And he feared that if the pastor 
was already out, he would never find him. 
He searched for Amir for years but found no 
trace of him. 

Then, while visiting Turkey in 2019, 
Masood got to know some Iranian 
Christians who had fled Iran, and they gave 
him the name of an Iranian pastor who they 
thought might be of help.

                       ***
“They told me that you are the best person 
to help,” Masood told the pastor, “and they 
gave me your number.” The pastor replied 
that although he knew Amir, he had not 
been in contact with him. He had, however, 
heard the story of Reza’s salvation before — 
from Amir in 2014.

According to the pastor, Amir considered 
Reza one of the most restless inmates in the 
prison. He was uncontrollable and had a bad 
temper. Nobody liked him. But when Reza 
heard the Gospel from Amir, he sensed a 
spirit of love and peace that convicted him. 

“My friend, what are you doing here?” 
Reza asked Amir. “How come a good person 
like you ended up here? I have committed 
murder and should be here, but what have 
you done?”

“I am in here just for you,” Amir replied, “so 
that you today can hear the Gospel and be 
saved and set free!” 

Overwhelmed with emotion, Reza 
grabbed Amir and said, “Do you think God 
puts such value on a bad, wicked person 
like me … that He would send someone like 
you as His representative to me?”

Amir then shared the story of the lost 
sheep with Reza and explained how the 
angels in heaven rejoice over one lost sheep 
that is found. And, especially apt in Reza’s 
situation, Amir told him the story of the 
thief on the cross who committed himself to 
Jesus in the last moments of his life. 

“Please pray for me,” Reza said tearfully, 
“and help me to find salvation like that 
thief.” 

Reza committed himself to Christ and 
received his new life that day. His behaviour, 
speech and even his appearance changed. 
Two days later, he was transferred to another 
prison, where he was executed the following 
day. 

According to the pastor, Reza was grateful 
that the Lord had sent Amir to prison in order 
to save an unworthy sinner like himself. And 
before his execution, he apologized to the 
other prisoners for his behaviour and shared 
his testimony with all of them. 

After hearing the story of his brother’s 
salvation, Masood began to share it along 
with his own testimony, and some of his 
Iranian Muslim friends then came to faith 
in Christ, too. While Amir may never know 
about the new life he helped give Masood 
and his Muslim friends, in God’s perfect 
plan his faithful witness to one condemned 
murderer granted eternal freedom to many.  
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A fter taking the stage to 
address VOM staff at a weekly 
chapel service, Pastor Andrew 

Brunson at first found himself overcome 
with emotion and unable to speak. When 
he regained his composure, he explained 
the connection he felt to VOM: “I spent 
a lot of time in prison with Richard 
Wurmbrand.”

Andrew then explained how he had 
read VOM founder Richard Wurmbrand’s 
writing while imprisoned for two years in 
Turkey, where he had been charged with 
espionage and trying to overthrow the 
Turkish government. He had even torn a 
picture of Richard out of one of the books 
and put it on the cell wall next to a picture 
of his own family.

In an interview we taped after the VOM 
chapel service, Andrew said he wished he 
could have been more like Richard while 
in prison. He told me he was sometimes 
frustrated — with God and himself — 
that he couldn’t victoriously overcome 
his long months in prison with the kind 
of faith and joy that Richard writes about 
in books like Tortured for Christ and In 
God’s Underground.

Andrew’s own experience, as shared 
in our conversation and in his book, 
God’s Hostage, may to many of us be 
more relatable. He writes honestly about 
the great sense of disappointment 
and brokenness he felt in prison — 
disappointment that God was allowing 
him to suffer so much while remaining 
silent when he needed His assurance 
most. And he candidly discusses the 
anxiety of wondering if he might be 

By Todd Nettleton, Host of VOM Radio

Following Richard Wurmbrand’s 
example, imprisoned pastor 
Andrew Brunson learned the 
spiritual discipline of joy.

Richard Wurmbrand
In Prison with
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losing his mind.
“I felt at times such a sense of 

dislocation, and there were times when I 
was wondering what is real and what isn’t 
real,” he said. “I could feel myself just slip 
over a barrier, slip over it. I am going over 
into a place I know is insanity and feeling 
it, feeling myself going over the edge and 
just pulling myself back. My fear was that 
one of those times I wouldn’t be able to 
pull myself back.”

Andrew said that although he knew 
God’s grace was with him in prison, for 
much of the time it was an “unfelt grace.” 
He didn’t feel joy. He didn’t feel God’s 
presence. He didn’t hear God’s voice. And 
he couldn’t understand why.

In the midst of that spiritual darkness, 
Andrew made a decision based not on 
emotion but on a conscious act of the will: 
I will lean into Jesus, even if I can’t feel His 
presence and even if He remains silent. I 
will be obedient, even if I spend the rest 
of my life in prison.

One of the ways Andrew expressed his 
obedience grew directly out of Richard 
Wurmbrand’s example. Richard had 
written about Jesus’ instructions in the 
Beatitudes for responding to persecution: 
“Rejoice and be exceedingly glad,” 
Andrew recalled, quoting the Authorized 
Version of Matthew 5:12. 

In his writing, Richard emphasizes that 
this is not a suggestion from Jesus, but a 
command. And how better to show your 
exceeding gladness than by dancing? 

So Richard practiced the discipline of 
“dancing” around his solitary-confinement 
cell, alone before God.

After reading Richard’s story, Andrew 
decided that he, too, would follow Christ’s 
command, regardless of his feelings. 
And so he began to dance before God 
each day. “I determined that I would do 
what Wurmbrand had done, and do it 
as a discipline,” Andrew said. “Not out 
of any feelings, because I didn’t feel any 
happiness or gladness or joy. I said, ‘This is 
a matter of obeying the words of Jesus.’

“I began every day to set aside five 
minutes, and I would start out by saying, 
‘I repent that I have not been joyful, 
because you commanded me to be 
joyful. I am sorry; I repent. Please forgive 
me. Now I am going to perform an act of 
joy. I don’t feel it, but look at my action. 
This is a step of obedience. … I am going 
to be glad before You in these terrible 
circumstances. I am separated from my 
wife and children. I don’t know the future 
or what is going to happen to me, and I 
am isolated and in prison. But I am going 
to rejoice.’ Then I would begin to dance, 
and I would hop around. It was not a very 
great dance, but I would hop around, I 

would leap, I would dance before God 
every day as a discipline.

“Then I would say, ‘Rejoice and be glad. 
Rejoice and be glad, for great is your 
reward in heaven.’ Then I began to jump 
and leap in the air and say, ‘I will dance 
as Wurmbrand danced. I will leap as 
Wurmbrand leaped.’ I would do that for 
about five minutes, leaping around. Not 
feeling anything, but saying, ‘I am going 
to declare I am doing this for Jesus. I am 
suffering for Jesus. It will bring reward, 
and I want to be obedient and count this 
as a joy.’”

Andrew’s prison story is not one of 
overwhelming comfort and joy; in fact, he 
says prison broke him. But what he found 
in his brokenness was love for Jesus. At 
one of his lowest points, Andrew opened 
his mouth and the words that came out 
surprised him. They weren’t words of 
petition, lament or complaint. What came 
out instead was a simple declaration: “I 
love you, Jesus.”

With that love and a determination 
to obey Christ regardless of his feelings, 
Andrew Brunson emerged victorious from 
his Turkish prison cell. 

Norine Brunson outside the Turkish prison 
where her husband, Andrew, was held for two 

years.

Andrew Brunson and his wife, Norine, shared openly about both the 
difficulties and victories of his two-year imprisonment. Listen to their 
entire conversation with VOM Radio on your favourite podcast app  

(search and subscribe to VOM Radio) or online at VOMRadio.net/Brunson. 
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Subscribe to our FREE monthly Newsletter. Go to www.persecutionsa.org

TO DONATE to Christian Mission International, please use one of the following Banks details:
Nedbank Standard Bank ABSA Bank
Account no.: 1925-024946 (Cheque) Account no.: 02-249-5592 (Cheque) Account no.: 909-861-7711 (Savings)
Branch Code: 192505 (Bedfordview) Branch Code: 018305 (Bedford Gardens) Branch Code: 632005 (Bedford Centre)
Crossed Cheques or Postal Orders - Payable to Christian Mission International.

CMI | P. O. Box 7157, Primrose Hill, 1417 South Africa | Tel: 011 873-2604/5 | Office Cell: 076-022-3336 (8am-2pm)
Fax: 011-873-3859 | Email: cmi@vomsa.org | Website: www.persecutionsa.org | Facebook@cmivomsa | Instagram@cmi - vomsa

Executive Director:  Mr Ashley Illman - Direct Cell: 083 457 4164

© Permission to reprint any portion of this newsletter must be obtained from Christian Mission International.

October/November 2020 Prayer Diary
OCTOBER                          I Prayed
18 CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC Pray that Bible schools closed as a result of the war will reopen.
19 UGANDA  Pray that Ugandan churches will find ways to support persecuted Believers.
20 MALAYSIA  Pray for Pastor Raymond Koh who was kidnapped by state police in 2017.
21 KYRGYZSTAN  Pray that Christians will maintain a witness for Christ in their villages despite death threats.
22 QATAR  Pray for the protection and encouragement of the few Believers in the country.
23 KENYA  Pray for the protection of Christian minorities along the coast.
24 BRUNEI  Pray that Believers at the University of Brunei will maintain a bold witness.
25 BHUTAN  Pray that more missionaries will be sent to reach this nation.
26 MOROCCO  Pray that Bibles will become more accessible throughout the country.
27 UZBEKISTAN  Pray that the government will officially recognize every Christian church.
28 UGANDA  Pray for those being trained to minister to Christian converts from Islam.
29 LAOS  Pray that shortwave radio broadcasts will reach new hearts and encourage Believers.
30 DJIBOUTI  Pray that the Gospel will continue to spread among the Afar people.
31 IRAQ  Pray that Christian media will effectively challenge the Islamic worldview.

NOVEMBER                              I Prayed
1 AZERBAIJAN  Pray that the house church movement effectively reaches the country for Christ.
2 ISRAEL  Pray for Pauline, the widow of martyred Rami Ayyad, and her three children.
3 KYRGYZSTAN  Pray that a revival among ethnic Kyrgyz will result in church planting and growth.
4 ERITREA  Pray for the financial, physical and spiritual support of families of prisoners.
5 MALI  Pray for Christian children who must attend Islamic schools in the north.
6 MALAYSIA  Pray that Malay Muslims who hear the Gospel will respond in repentance and faith.
7 EGYPT   Pray that Christian converts from Islam will find godly spouses and be able to marry legally.
8 SUDAN   Pray for the transitional government in Sudan following the fall of President Omar al-Bashir.
9 TANZANIA   Pray that pastors in Zanzibar will continue to stand strong despite efforts to eliminate Christianity.
10 CUBA   Pray for all those who have lost jobs, positions and opportunities for following Christ.
11 OMAN   Pray that secret Believers will find strength and encouragement.
12 MAURITANIA   Pray for the spread of the Gospel in this country where there are few Believers.
13 EGYPT   Pray that young Egyptians will be called and trained to serve in local churches.
14 KUWAIT  Pray that Christian media will reach a wide audience and help many come to know Christ.
15 TURKEY  Pray that mature leaders will emerge from new churches of mostly former Muslims.
16 SAUDI ARABIA  Pray that Believers will have opportunities and the boldness to share their faith.
17 SOUTHERN MEXICO  Pray for Christians who are expelled from their communities after accepting Christ.
18 SYRIA  Pray that Syrian Christians will continue to minister to those suffering around them.
19 DJIBOUTI  Pray for the country’s stability so it can serve as a refuge for persecuted Believers.
20 PAKISTAN  Pray that God will comfort the widows and orphans of martyred Christians.
21 VIETNAM  Pray that Christmas Care Packs will reach families who most need encouragement in their faith.
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